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“  The  Gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  ;  it  is 
glad  tidings  of  freedom  from  sin,  of  putting  off  of  the  bod 
sin  by  the  circumcision  and  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  of  being 

,•  f  y  ■  i 

livered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  spiritual  enemies,  that  we  ; 
serve  God  <  without  fear  of  them  any  more)  in  holiness 
righteousness  all  the  days  of  our  life.” — Isaac  Penington 
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n  looking  back  at  the  remarkable  manifestation  of  power 
r  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men,  which  accompanied 
rise  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  it  is  impossible  to  account 
it  on  any  principles  of  human  reason.  For  to  our  modern 
es  the  speech  and  the  preaching  of  these  great  religious 
rrners  do  not  seem  to  have  been  with  enticing  words  of 
ds  wisdom,  in  any  sense  whatever.  Neither  were  they,  for 
most  part,  people  of  great  literary  attainments,  or  wonder- 
intellectual  powers.  Many  of  them,  as  one  of  their  own 
ers  says,  were  mere  striplings  and  country  youths,  or 
k  women  with  plain  and  simple  understandings.  William 
ell,  their  great  historian,  writes  concerning  them:  “  They 
'  mean  and  illiterate,  yet  many  people  of  note,  not  only 
•  as  were  in  the  magistracy,  but  also  many  preachers  of 
ral  persuasions  were  so  touched  at  their  heart  by  their 
y  preaching,  that  they  not  only  received  their  doctrine, 
came  themselves  in  process  of  time  to  be  zealous  publish- 
thereof;  and  thus  a  great  crop  was  gathered. n 
aac  Penington,  also,  in  describing  his  own  first  meeting. 

them,  says  :  “  As  I  remember,  at  the  very  first,  they 
bed  to  the  life  of  God  in  me,  which  life  answered  their 
3,  and  caused  a  great  love  in  me  to  spring  to  them.  Yet 
nore  I  conversed  with  them,  the  more  I  seemed  in  my  un¬ 
handing  and  reasoning  to  get  over  them,  and  to  trample 
l  under  my  feet,  as  a  poor,  weak,  silly,  contemptible  gen- 
on,  who  had  some  smatterings  of  truth  in  them,  and  some 
st  desires  towards  God,  but  very  far  from  the  clear  and, 
understanding  of  His  way  and  will.  And  this  was-tho 
;  of  almost  every  discourse  with  them  ;  they  still  reached, 
heart,  and  I  felt  them  in  the  secret  of  my  soul,  which- 
3d  the  love  in  me  always  to  continue,  yea,  sometimes  to 
ase  toward  them  ;  but  daily  my  understanding  got  ..more 
more  over  them,  and  therein  I  daily  more  and  more  de- 
d  them.”  And  such  seems  to  have  been  the  universal 
nony  concerning  the  early  Friends. 
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To  account,  therefore,  for  the  depth  and  permanency  o| 
effects  produced  by  these  simple  Christians,  so  disproporti 
as  these  were  to  their  natural  powers,  we  must  look  benfr 
the  surface,  and  discover  whether  in  the  inward  impulse  w  , 
gave  their  message  utterance,  in  the  persons  to  whom  „ 
message  was  delivered,  or  in  the  purport  of  that  mest 
itself,  there  was  anything  wThicli  was  fitted  to  produce  | 
remarkable  results. 

And  first,  as  to  the  power  which  gave  their  message  u  j 
ance,  what  do  we  find  ?  It  was  not  eloquence,  it  was  | 
pathos,  it  was  not  logic,  that  thus  found  its  way  into  the  he 
and  souls  of  men.  In  vain  we  look  to  any  natural  cause 
account  for  the  remarkable  phenomena,  and  we  are  force' 
believe  that  there  was  in  these  men  of  God  some  elemei 
power  which  no  human  reason  can  discover — that  thej"  r 
indeed,  as  they  so  emphatically  declared  themselves  to 
“  endued  with  power  from  on  high.” 

Having  felt  in  their  own  experience  the  need  of  that 
and  power  of  the  Gospel  which  was  revealed  in  the  Apos 
days,  they  had  waited  on  the  Lord  for  the  fulfilment  of 
promises,  and  had  found  Him  faithful  to  hear  and  to  am 
them.  Even  as  the  early  Church  was,  they  also  had  been 
tized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  had  felt  His  sanctifying  po 

“  And  who  can  utter  what  the  glory  of  this  light  was,”  i 
Isaac  Pen  in  gt  on,  “  in  its  shining  and  breaking  forth  in  t 
hearts  !  How  welcome  to  their  weary  souls — how  demons 
tive  and  satisfactory  to  their  hearts  !  Oh  !  the  joy  of  that 
(surely  it  can  never  be  forgotten  by  them)  wherein  they  sens 
felt  the  pouring  down  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  upon  them,  and  t 
hearts  gathered  into  the  bosom  of  eternal  rest,  and  their  s 
and  bodies  sanctified  and  set  apart  for  the  Lord  and  His  servi 

Poor  and  weak,  therefore,  as  they  were  in  themselves, 
as  they  knew  themselves  to  be,  they  were  not  afraid  to  fa 
hostile  wmrld,  and  a  still  more  bitterly  hostile  profes; 
Church,  because  they  felt  themselves  to  be  “  strong  in 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might,”  and  believed,  with 
shaken  confidence,  that  it  was  God  who  was  working  in  t 
“  to  wull  and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasure.”  Nothing  daui 
them.  Trials,  persecutions,  and  even  martyrdom,  seeme( 
have  no  influence  to  hinder  the  working  of  that  strange  pc 
which  impelled  them  forward.  Neither  could  any  barrier  a 
to  check  the  tide  of  its  resistless  force.  Right  on,  thro 
the  dead  Church  of  that  clay,  it  seemed  to  sweep  in  one  mk 
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ent,  carrying  along  with  it  much  of  the  life,  anti  earnest- 
5,  and  spirituality  that  was  to  he  found  within  its  borders 
or  these  men  and  women  had  been  baptized  with  the  Holy 
■st,  and  had  yielded  themselves  up  to  His  working-  and 
ther  in  the  untaught  earnestness  of  a  country  stripTino-,  in 
heartfelt  experiences  of  a  simple  woman,  or  in  the  logical 
onstration  of  a  man  of  intellect  and  strength,  this  power 
rod  forced  its  way  into  the  hearts  and  souls  of  men,  and 
ther  they  would  or  no,  compelled  them  to  hear  and  believe.’ 
,nd  now  let  us  consider  to  ivhom  the  message  of  these  holy 
•  and  women  was  delivered,  that  it  found  such  a  ready  and 
Jr  welcome.  -*  ^at  their  message  was  a  message  to  be¬ 
d’s,  and  that  they  preached  chiefly  to  such,  is  very  mani- 
In  the  fii  st  place,  they  themselves  were  religious  men 
women,  who  had  been  earnest  members  of  the  various  de- 
inations  of  their  day,  but  had  failed  to  find  in  any  of  them 

which  fully  satisfied  their  souls. 

iorge  Fox,  in  his  ‘‘Great  Mystery,”  says  :  “  It  is  now  about 
i  }  eais  since  the  Lord  raised  us  up  in  the  North  of  Err¬ 
and  opened  our  mouths  in  this  His  Spirit;  and  what 
rere  before  in  our  religion,  profession,  and  practices,  is 
known  to  that  part  of  the  country  ;  that  generally  we 
men  of  the  strictest  sect,  and  of  the  greatest  zeal  in  the 
rmance  of  outward  righteousness,  and  went  through  and 
all  sorts  of  teachers,  and  ran  from  mountain  to  moun- 
and  from  man  to  man,  and  from  one  form  to  another. v 

.  *  ‘‘ And  sn<dl  w.ere  we  (to  say  110  more  of  us)  that 

it  the  Lord,  and  desired  the  knowledge  of  His  ways  more 
.anything  beside.”  Isaac  Penington  also  says  :  “  We  are 
nple  who  have  been  greatly  distressed  (many  of  us)  for 
ot  that  hie  and  power  which  was  revealed  in  the  Apos- 
days.  Vve  are  a  race  of  travellers,  who  have  been  trav- 
out_  of  the  nature,  wisdom,  spirit,  and  course  of  this 
(wmcn  is  vain  and  passeth  away)  towards  our  restino-- 
We  have  wandered  from  mountain  to  hill,  from  one 
m  to  another,  seeking  after  Him  whom  our  souls  clearly 
'•  And  m  another  place  he  says  :  “  We  are  a  people  of 
gathering.  \\  e  wanted  the  presence  and  power  of  His 
to  be  inwardly  manifested  in  our  spirits.  We  had  fas 

f  fp  what  we  c,ould  gather  from  the  letter,  and  en- 
led  to  practise  what  we  could  read  in  the  letter  but  we 

rescn!  ' P°Tef  n°m  ,°-n  high/  We  wanted  life,  we  wanted 
kesence  and  fellowsmp  of  our  Beloved,  we  wanted  the 


knowledge  of  the  heavenly  Seed  and  Kingdom,  and  a| 
trance  into  it,  and  the  holy  dominion  and  reign  of  the  i 
of  life  over  the  flesh,  over  sin  and  death  in  us.” 

In  the  account  of  their  own  experiences,  which  they 
left  on  record,  and  in  the  testimonies  of  others  conce 
them,  we  have  this  fact  more  fully  illustrated.  It  is  said; 
cerning  Stephen  Crisp,  one  of  the  great  preachers  a 
them,  that  “he  had  been  zealous  for  religion  before  ev 
entered  into  fellowship  with  those  called  Quakers.”  Ai 
says  of  himself:  “I  have  fasted  and  prayed,  and  spent', 
in  hearing,  reading,  and  meditation,  and  did  all  in  my 
power,  and  all  to  mend  my  state,  but  I  could  not  men 
and  as  I  grew  up  in  years,  sin  and  corruption  more  prev 
and  there  was  no  help,  and  I  came  so  far  as  to  believe  j 
was  no  help.  I  many  times  wished  that  I  had  never 
born.  I  went  to  ministers  and  meetings,  and  to  all  soi 
separate  people,  and  to  all  manner  of  ordinances,  and  I 
manner  of  means,  to  mend  this  bad  heart  of  mine— to  $ 
I  could  get  a  power  that  would  give  me  victory  over  my 
ruptions,  but  my  arm  was  never  so  long  as  to  reach  there i 
it  was  far  out  of  my  power  and  reach.  ” 

Concerning  Francis  Howgill,  we  are  told  :  “He  was  a 
religious  man,  who,  having  seen  the  superstitions  of  the 
fessing  Church,  had  left  it,  and  applied  himself  to  the 
pendents.  But  although  he,  who  had  been  trained  up 
University  to  be  a  minister,  became  a  teacher  amongs 
Independents,  and  was  zealous  in  virtue,  yet  he  remain ec 
satisfled  in  himself,  finding  that,  notwithstanding  all  his 
ings,  and  praying,  and  good  works,  the  root  of  sin  sti. 
rnained  in  him.” 

Isaac  Penington  says  of  himself : 

“In  this  sense  of  my  lost  estate,  I  sought  after  the  Lord.  I 
the  Scriptures,  I  watched  over  my  own  heart,  I  cried  unto  the  Lo; 
what  I  felt  the  want  of ;  I  blessed  his  name  in  what  He  mercifull 
for  me  and  bestowed  upon  me.  Whatever  I  read  in  the  Scriptun 
the  way  of  God  to  my  understanding,  I  gave  myself  to  the  fa 
practice  of,  being  contented  to  meet  with  all  the  reproach,  and  < 
sition,  and  several  kinds  of  suffering,  which  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  1 
ure  out  to  me  therein.  And  I  cannot  but  say  that  the  Lord  was 
unto  me  ;  did  visit  me,  did  teach  me,  did  help  me,  did  testify  hi 
ceptanc'e  of  me  many  times,  to  the  lefreshing  and  joy  of  my  heart  b 
Him.  But  rny  soul  was  not  satisfied  with  what  I  met  with,  nor  ir. 
could  be,  there  being  further  quickenings  and  pressings  in  my  i 
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er  a  more  full,  and  certain,  and  satisfactory  knowledge ;  even  after 
b  sense,  sight,  and  enjoyment  of  God  as  was  testified  in  the  Scrip- 
res  to  have  been  felt  and  enjoyed  in  former  times.  For  I  saw  plainly 
Lt  there  was  a  stop  of  the  streams,  and  a  great  falling  short  of  the 
vver,  life  and  glory,  which  they  partook  of  We  had  not  so  the 
irit,  nor  were  so  in  the  faith,  nor  did  so  walk  and  live  in  God,  as 
>y  did.  So  that  I  saw  that  the  whole  course  of  religion  among  us 
,s  (for  the  most  part)  but  a  talk  to  what  they  had  felt,  enjoyed,  pos- 
sed  and  lived  in.” 

[Such  extracts  might  "be  multiplied  indefinitely,  showing 
jiinly  that  those  who  so  rejoiced  in  the  discovery  of  that 
pret  which  the  early  Friends  were  raised  up  to  proclaim, 
re  not  the  unconverted,  but  persons  who  were  already 
tievers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  knew  experiment- 
ry  some  of  the  blessed  truths  of  the  Gospel,  but  who  were 
t  satisfied  ;  having  never  found  in  all  their  religion  that 
arness  of  communion  with  God,  and  that  actual  oneness  of 
i1'}  with  Him  which  they  felt  to  be  their  undoubted  privilege, 
!l*  that  power  over  sin  and  the  corruption  of  their  own  hearts, 
ich  they  saw  plainly  to  be  the  purchased  possession  of  the 
ith  of  Christ.  Thev  had  felt,  indeed,  some  stirrings  of  the 
j  of  God  in  their  souls,  but  they  groaned  after  its  full  revela- 
n.  They  had  experienced  some  degree  of  victory  over  sin 
j  it  did  not  satisfy  them,  for  the}"  saw  that  God  demanded 
1  promised  a  perfect  victory.  They  longed  for  holiness, 
purity  of  heart,  for  that  death  to  sin  which  they  found  so 
riously  set  forth  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  They  believed, 
eed,  that  Jesus  was  their  Saviour  from  the  guilt  of  sin, 
they  were  pressing  forward  to  know  Him  also  £s  their 
/iour  from  its  power.  They  read  the  command,  “  Be  ve 
ly  for  I  am  holy,”  and  they  would  fain  have  obeyed  it,  but 
y  found  it  impossible.  To  will  was  present  with  them,  but 
v  to  perform  that  which  was  good  they  found  not.  The 
ye r  of  their  inmost  heart  was  that  the  very  God  of  peace 
jj.it  sanctify  them  wholly,  and  that  their  whole  spirit,  soul, 
l  body  might  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of 
’  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  but  no  answer  seemed  to  come.  They 
ieved  themselves  to  be  under  gracevand  yet  they  found  that 
continued  to  have  more  or  less  dominion  over  them,  in 
tc  of  all  their  efforts,  and  the  cry  of  their  souls  was,  “Oh, 
itched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body 
his  death  ?” 

"hey  were,  as  one  of  their  preachers  sa}-s,  “  a  people  strug- 
ig  under  their  corruptions,  that  would  mortify  sin,  and 
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serve  God  in  holiness  and  righteousness,  and  do  God’s  w 
earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven;  and  do  it  not  in  forn} 
would  have  power  to  do  it ;  and  they  have  tried  several 
to  do  it,  and  it  is  not  done,  and  many  have  been  at  this  c 
until  gray  hairs  are  upon  their  heads,  and  it  is  not 
‘‘And  what  comfort,”  he  asks,  “can  a  serious  Christian 
in  a  faith  that  falls  short  of  righteousness  and  redempl 
Would  it  not  make  a  man  or  woman’s  heart  ache  to  t  ] 

I  am  a  believer,  but  yet  I  have  no  faith  that  reachet 
sanctification,  and  holy  living,  and  redemption  from  sin  ? , 
my  faith  leaves  me  a  sinner  all  my  days  :  to  my  dyino-  : 

(  3^  to  be  li^d,  no  getting  victory  over°s;; 

will  prevail  over  me  as  long  as  I  live.  .  .  What  !  mus 

never  be  cleansed  ?  Must  this  crooked  heart  and  pen 
will  always  remain  ?  Must  I  be  a  sinner,  and  a  believer  ;J 
sinner,  and  call  myself  a  child  of  God  ?  How  can  these  tbi 
hang  together  V  ’’ 

Such  were  the  longings  and  questionings  of  these  burd. 
souls,  who  had  almost  lost  hope  of  deliverance,  when 
blessed  truth  experienced  and  declared  by  George  Fox, 
afterwards  by  those  who  heard  him,  came  to  set  them 
And  this  brings  us  to  our  last  consideration,  as  to  just  ^ 
was  this  message  which  could  suffice  to  satisfy  needs  so  de 
felt,  and  so  mourned  over.  That  they  were  satisfied,  we  1 
abundant  testimony.  Isaac  Penington  says:  “  Yes,  indee 
am  satisfied  at  my  very  heart.  Truly  my  soul  is  'unitec 
Him  whom  I  longed  after,  in  an  everlasting  covenant  of  ] 
life  and  peace.” 

Exactly  what  this  message  was,  has  been  apparently  "s 
much  lost  sight  of  or  misunderstood  in  these  latter  days, 
have  gone  to  these  early  preachers  to  find  the  declarator 
the  simple  Gospel  to  the  unconverted,  and  have  often  b 
disappointed;  and  this  may  have  led  many  to  turn  ai 
from  them  as  though  they  had  ignored  or  obscured 
piecious  foundation  truths  of  the  Gospel,  the  atonement, 
demption  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  the  remission  of  s 
through  faith  in  Him.  But  as  soon  as  we  see  that  their  prea 
mg  was  for  the  most  part  to  believers,  to  those  who  3 
already  exercised  faith  in  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ,  and  w 
having  been  thereby  introduced  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  i: 
desired  to  enter  fully  into  all  the  privileges  of  that  kingdc 
our  difficulties  are  over.  The  early  Friends  were,  to  a°la 
extent,  what  has  been  called  by  some  one  11  superstruct 
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jachers ; ”  and  in  this  fact  lies  an  answer  to  many  of  the 
trges  against  them.  They  themselves  distinguished  between 
t  sort  of  preaching  suitable  for  believers*  and  for  those  who 
1  not  yet  been  born  into  the  family  of  God,  as  the  following 
ract  from  the  Epistles  of  George  Fox  will  show.  He  is 
dently  giving  Friends  advice  as  to  preaching,  and  he 
's  : 

There  was  a  time  when  the  Apostles  preached  Christ  who  died  at 
asalem  ;  and  they  witnessed  Him  forth,  and  brought  for  proof  the 

phots’  testimonies,  which  prophesied  of  Him . And  then 

■e  was  a  time  that  the  Apostles  preached  Christ  in  them,  to  them 
'  did  believe  and  had  received  Him  :  4  Know  ye  not  that  Christ  is  in 
,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?’  and  4  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory.’ 
i  1  If  Christ  be  in  you  the  body  is  dead  :  ’  and  4  They  that  are  Christ’s 
e  crucified  the  affections  and  lusts,’  and  4  all  things  are  becomenew.’ 
s  was  spoken  to  them  that  believed ,  who  were  the  saints ;  to  them 
ist  in  them  was  preached,  the  substance  of  what  the  prophets 
fiiesied  of ;  and  to  believe  in  Him  who  was  risen,  the  resurrection. 
to  thx  world  the  Apostles  preached  repentance  and  to  believe  in 
is  Christ,  and  taught  faith  towards  God.  But  to  them  who  were  re- 
led  out  of  the  world,  in  and  to  whom  the  Son  of  God  was  made 
ifest,  (who  were  brought  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  Church 
od,  and  to  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  to  the  spirits 
just  men,  who  were  made  perfect  in  Him  through  faith  towards 
L)  preaching  repentance  and  the  doctrine  of  baptism  was  needless, 
horn  it  was  fulfilled,  to  and  in  such  as  were  brought  to  God.” 

if  as  it  not  the  want  of  understanding  this  distinction,  and  the 
I  of  applying  the  preaching  of  Christ  dwelling  in  the  heart  of 
believer,  to  the  unconverted,  that  caused  the  sad  and  blight- 
errors  of  Elias  Hicks  to  find  an  entrance  among  Friends, 
er  the  profession  of  being  a  revival  of  ancient  Quakerism  ? 

1  is  it  not  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  sub- 
i  should  be  kept  very  clearly7  before  us  in  the  present  day  ? 
ihout  faith  in  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ  we  cannot  know 
T  it  is  to  have  Him  dwell  in  our  hearts.  It  is  only  those 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  who  can  share  the  baptism  of 
Holy  Ghost,  and  to  such  only  can  the  words  apply,  44  Ye 
the  temple  of  the  living  God,  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell 
:iem  and  walk  in  .them.”  44  He  that  believeth  on  me,  as 
[Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  liv- 
water.  But  this  spake  He  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that 
zve  on  Him  should  receive.”  The  early  Friends  may  not 
tyTs  have  expressed  this  distinction  clearly,  because  they 
ched  mostly  to  those  who  were,  or  who  professed  to  be, 
wers  ;  and  the  need  of  guarding  themselves  on  these  points 
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was  not  as  manifest  as  in  tlie  present  day,  when  congregat 
are  composed  so  largely  of  the  unconverted.  But  that  nj 
message  was  especially  a  message  to  Christians,  to  the  | 
of  God’s  own  children,  groaning  under  bondage  and  Ion l 
for  deliverance,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  | 

And  to  such  they  had  indeed  a  glorious  message  to  del H 
tc  I  have  good  news  to  bring  you,”  said  one  of  their  preach] 
“  not  that  the  day  of  your  redemption  drawls  nigh,  but  th 
is  come  ;  the  day  of  redemption  is  now  come,  and  there  i 
great  many  blessing  and  glorifying  the  name  of  God,  that 
are  redeemed  and  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup 
and  have  more  joy  and  delight  in  the  service  of  God 
made  them  than  ever  they  had  in  the  service  of  the  gc 
this  world.” 

Their  message  was  truly  a  message  of  deliverance  j| 
bondage.  They  knew  experimentally  for  themselves, 
they  showed  clearly  to  others,  that  there  was  indeed  a  “ 
of  holiness  ”  for  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  to  walk  in ; 
they  taught  how  that  way  was  to  be  found  and  entered.  rJ 
brought  the  good  news  of  real  life,  and  manifested  power 
victory  over  lusts,  of  rest  from  struggles,  of  peace  instead 
sorrow,  of  triumph  instead  of  defeat.  And  they  deck 
plainly,  in  the  most  emphatic  terms,  that  all  this  was  t< 
found  in  Christ,  and  in  Him  only.  They  set  the  Lord  J 
forth  as  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life,  and  with  int< 
earnestness  sought  to  bring  the  souls  of  their  hearers  off  f 
all  dependence  upon  anything  else.  Telling  them,  in 
words  of  one  of  their  old  preachers,  that  “all  the  travail 
pains  they  were  at,  and  all  the  prayers  they  could  make,  w( 
do  nothing  till  they  had  their  faith  fixed  upon  Jesus,  wk 
able  to  save  and  deliver  them,  and  save  to  the  uttermosl 
that  come  unto  God  by  Him.” 

They  told  believers  that  the  Lord  Jesus  came  to  do  more 
them  tii an  simply  to  deliver  them  from  hell,  blessed  and  glori 
as  that  was.  That  He  came  to  deliver  them  also  from  sin, 
from  sinning;  that  there  was  no  need  for  them  to  conti 
groaning  hopelessly  under  the  yoke  and  bondage  of  sin, 
Christ  had  broken  the  yoke  and  set  the  prisoner  free,  and  t 
it  was  a  real  and  practical  freedom  and  a  perfect  rielivera 
to  those  who  were  willing  to  receive  it.  They  told  them  t 
the  Lord  Jesus  came  to  make  them  one  with  Himself,  that 
might  dwell  in  them,  and  they  in  Him.  They  declared 
wondrous  truth  that  Christ  took  believers  down  into  de 
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;i  him,  that  He  might  raise  them  up  to  newness  of  life  in 
nself ;  and  they  exhorted  them,  therefore,  to  reckon  them- 
ies  “  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God  in  (h) 
as  Christ  our  Lord.”  They  taught  that  to  be  baptized 
>  the  death  of  Christ  was  a  real  and  practical  experience, 

|  that  those  who  partook  of  it  were  crucified  to  the  world, 

!  were  dead  to  all  the  unholy  pleasures  and  delights  of  the 
[Id,  and  alive  to  righteousness  and  true  holiness.  They 
ssecl  home  upon  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  anything  of 
;  Lord  Jesus, x and  who  had  any  faith  in  Him  as  their  Sa- 
jir,  the  solemn  duty  of  taking  the  full  salvation  He  had 
ivided.  They  exhorted  them  to  believe  that  He  was  in  very 
h  dwelling  in  them,  and  if  dwelling  there,  that  He  was 
king  there  “  to  will  and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasure,”  and 
peated  them  to  yield  themselves  up  to  His  working,  “  as 
3e  who  were  alive  from  the  dead  and  their  members  as  in- 
iments  of  righteousness  unto  Him.”  They  had  learned  for 
ne  elves  the  blessed  secret  of  abiding  and  walking  in  Christ; 
j  knew  experimentally  what  it  was  to  be  led  of  the  Spirit, 
therefore  not  to  fulfil  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  ;  and  the  travail 
heir  souls  was  that  Christ  might  be  formed  in  the  hearts 
ill  of  God’s  children  everywhere,  and  that  all  might  come 
mow  the  same  glorious  realities  as  had  been  made  their 
l  by  faith. 

ome  extracts  from  the  writings  and  preaching  of  these 
ly  men  will,  however,  speak  for  themselves,  as  to  what  was 
burden  of  the  message  which  they  were  raised  up  to  de- 
r  to  the  church  of  their  day. 

Is  it  not  the  will  of  God,”  says  one  of  them,  “that  his  people  and 
Iren  should  be  sanctified  throughout,  in  soul,  in  body,  in  spirit  ? 
not  the  will  of  Christ  that  His  disciples  should  be  perfect,  as  their 
venly  Father  is  perfect  ?  Did  He  not  bid  them  pray,  4  Thy  kingdom 
e,  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  V  And  would  He 
tv  have  them  believe  and  expect  that  it  should  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
i  heaven  ? 

Doth  not  he  wrho  hath  the  true,  pure,  living  hope  (which  anchors 
in  the  veil)  purify  himself,  even  as  He  is  pure?  Is  not  this  the 
to  enjoy  the  promises  of  God’s  presence,  (who  tabernacleth  in  his 
ile  that  are  cleansed  and  sanctified,)  to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all 
ness  of  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  God’s  fear?  Will 
j  dwell  in  an  unholy  temple?  Will  He  dwell  where  sin  dwells? 
nay  indeed  to  such,  wThen  at  any  time  they  are  tender  and  truly 
ed  before  Him,  be  to  them  as  a  wayfaring  man  that  tarries  for  a 
t ;  but  He  will  not  take  up  His  abode  there,  walk  there,  sup  there, 
give  them  to  sup  with  Him. 
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117,1  Christ  received  all  power  both  in  heaven  and  earth 
His  h  athei  .  Is  not  this  the  end  of  receiving-  His  power,  to  brin«-  c 
the  soul  s  enemies,  and  to  purify  and  sanctify  His  church,  that&it 
be  without  spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing  ?  Is  He  not  the  Ca 
ot  our  salvation,  anointed  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord  v  Whe 
the  fight  v  Where  is  the  strong  man  to  be  found,  cast  out,  his  c 
spoded  and  the  house  emptied  of  him,  and  all  that  belongs  to"! 
Is  not  Christ  the  author  of  faith,  the  finisher  of  faith  ;  and  doth  H 
carry  on  the  work  of  faith  with  power?  And  what  is  the  woj 
iaitli .  is  it  not  to  fight  with  and  overcome  sin;  to  be  too  hard  fo 
enemy  at  all  his  weapons  ?  Is  there  not  a  whole  armor  of  light 
and  salvation  prepared?  What  is  it  prepared  for?  Is  it  not  (Thai 
children  ot  light  should  !)e  wholly  armed  with  it  ?  Were  there  r 
any  wholly  armed  with  it  ?  or  can  the  enemy  prevail  on  those  tlia 
wholly  armed  with  it  ?  Are  those  that  are  armed  with  it  afraid  of 
enemy,  Ins  power,  his  snares,  his  wiles?  Or,  are  they  bold  in 

faith,  following  on  in  the  spiritual  battles  Him  who  rideth  before  tl 
conquering  and  to  conquer  ? 

“  Ob  that  men’s  eyes  were  opened  by  the  Lord  !  then  mio-ht  they 
the  gloiy  of  truth,  in  the  pure  light  which  shines  from  God’s 
mountain;  and  such  dark  doctrines  of  the  nighty  (which  tend  to  the 
honor  of  Christ,  and  His  power  and  love,  and  to  the  upholding  of 
enemy  s  kingdom)  would  pass  away,  and  prevail  no  more  in  the  he 
of  any  that  truly  fear  the  Lord  ;  but  they  would  quietly  wait  and  1 
foi  His  salvation,  that  by  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  J 
ley  might  be  made  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death,  and  not  alw 
be  subject  thereto.  For  all  whom  the  Son  maketk  free,  they  are 
indeed  ;  and  being  made  f  ree  by  Him,  may  serve  God  in  freed  on 
spmt,  without  fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  before  Him  all 
days  of  their  lives.  And  then  they  know7  the  power  and  virtue  of 
new  covenant,  and  the  defence  which  is  thereby,  where  the  win 
the .  Almighty  overshadows,  and  His  salvation— revealed  therein— is 
Pektn  ^  >  °r  a  SUl^c*eilt  wa^  anc^  bulwark  against  the  enemy.” _ Is 


What !  (says  another  of  their  preachers)  do  you  think  that  a  r 
while  he  iivetli  here  may  come  to  see  all  sin,  all  evil  and  corrupt 
brought  under,  and  nothing  but  holiness,  righteousness  and  truth 
mam  in  imn  ;  and  that  there  shall  be  nothing  but  simplicity  and  in 
cencc  .  Do  you  think  that  such  a  thing  can  be  ?  Why  should  I  ! 
think  so  ?  You  will  grant  me  that  the  power  of  grace  is  able  to 
such  power  and  victory  over  sin  and  corruption,  that  you  may  conn 
hate  it  as  much  as  you  ever  loved  it.  If  you  grant  me  that,  the  cori 
quence  will  follow.  He  that  gave  me  victory  over  some  sin  can  g 
me  power  over  all  sm.  All  Christians  believe  that  God’s  nowei 
infinite ;  the  Scripture  testifies  all  things  to  be  possible  to  God  w 
whom  we  have  to  do.  If  all  things  be  possible  to  God,  sure  this  is  p 
sible.  There  is  nothing  so  contrary  to  God  ms  sin,  and  God  will  y. 
suffer  the  devil  always  to  rule  his  masterpiece,  man.  When  we  c< 
sider  the  infiniteness  of  God’s  power  for  destroying  that  which  is  c< 
trary  to  Him  who  can  believe  that  the  devil  must  ever  stand  a 
pievail  i  I  believe  it  is  inconsistent  and  disagreeable  with  true  fa; 
lor  people  to  be  Christians,  and  yet  to  believe  that  Christ,  the  eten 
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)f  God,  to  whom  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given,  will  suf- 
n  and  the  devil  to  have  dominion  over  them. 

kit  yon  will  say  no  man  by  all  the  power  he  hath  can  redeem  him- 
and  no  man  can  live  without  sin.  We  will  say  amen  to  it.  But  if 
tell  us  that,  when  God’s  power  comes  to  help  us  and  to  redeem  us 
f  sin,,  that  it  cannot  be  effected,  then  this  doctrine  we  cannot  away 
;  nor  I  hope  you  neither. 

V'ould  you  approve  of  it  if  I  should  tell  you  that  God  puts  forth 
>ower  to  do  such  a  thing,  but  the  devil  hinders  Him  ?  That  it  is 
ssible  for  God  to  do  it  because  the  devil  doth  not  like  it  ?  That  it 
possible  that  any  one  should  be  free  from  sin  because  the  devil 
got  such  a  power  in  them  that  God  cannot  cast  him  out?  This 
rentable  doctrine,  yet  hath  not  this  been  preached,  this  doctrine 
3  impossibility  of  living  without  sin?  It  doth  in  plain  terms  say, 
jh  God  doth  interpose  His  power,  it  is  impossible,  because  the 
hath  so  rooted  sin  in  the  nature  of  man.  Is  not  man  God’s 
ire,  and  cannot  He  new  make  him,  and  cast  sin  out  of  him  ?  If 
ay  sin  is  deeply  rooted  in  man,  I  say  so,  too  ;  yet  not  so  deeply 
d  but  Christ  Jesus  hath  entered  so  deeply  into  the  root  of  the 
e  of  man  that  He  hath  received  power  to  destroy  the  devil  and  his 
s,  and  to  recover  and  redeem  man  into  his  primitive  nature  of 
bousness  and  holiness.  Or  else  it  is  false  that  ‘He  is  able  to  save 
e  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  Him.’  We  must  throw 
the  Bible  if  we  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  deliver  man 
f  sin. 

Ye  know,”  he  continues,  “when  our  friends  are  in  captivity,  as 
rkey,  or  elsewhere,  we  pay  our  money  for  their  redemption;  but 
ill  not  pay  our  money  if  they  be  kept  in  their  fetters  still.  Would 
ny  one  think  himself  cheated  to  pay  so  much  money  for  their  re¬ 
gion,  and  the  bargain  be  made  so  that  he  shall  be  said  to  be  re- 
|ed,  and  be  called  a  redeemed  captive,  but  he  must  wear  his  fetters 
How  long  ?  As  long  as  he  hath  a  day  to  live.  This  is  for 
s,  but  now  I  am  speaking  of  souls.  Christ  must  be  made  to  me 
lptkm,  and  rescue  me  from  captivity.  Am  I  a  prisoner  any. 
b  ?  Yes,  verily,  verily,  he  that  committetli  sin,  saith  Christ,  he  is 
rant  of  sin,  he  is  a  slave  of  sin.  If  thou  hast  sinned,  thou  art  a 
,  a  captive  that  must  be  redeemed  out  of  captivity.  Who  will 
price  for  me  ?  Iam  poor ;  I  have  nothing ;  I  cannot  redeem  my- 
who  will  pay  a  price  for  me  ?  There  is  One  come  who  hath  paid 
:e  for  me.  That  is  well ;  that  is  good  news,  then  I  hope  I  shall 
out  of  my  captivity.  What  is  His  name,  is  He  called  a  Re- 
er  ?  So,  then,  I  do  expect  the  benefit  of  my  redemption,  and  that 
11  go  out  of  my  captivity.  Ho,  say  they,  you  must  abide  in  sin  as 
as  you  live.  What  benefit  then  have  I  by  my  redemption?” — - 
hen  Crisp. 

another  place  the  same  old  preacher  says,  pointing  out 

jord  J  esus  as  the  Way  : 

% 

?  a  man  believeth  in  Christ,  he  relies  upon  him,  and  he  will  say, 
thou  seest  I  am  under  temptation;  here  is  a  great  and  powerful 
:ation;  I  can  never  withstand  it,  but  I  trust  in  Thy  name  and 
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power,  do  Thou  arise  and  deliver  me  from  it  !  Thus  when  Go 
arise  His  enemies  will  be  scattered.  Though  the’ devil’s  po 
gieat,  yet  there  is  a  Deliverer  that  is  stronger  than  he.” 

hoi,”  says  another  writer,  “all  the  promises  in  Christ  are  v 
amen.  Inward  victory  is  promised  ;  the  inward  presence  of 
piomised  ;  God  s  dwelling  and  walking  in  the  soul  is  promised  * 
supping  with  the  soul  and  the  soul  with  Him  is  promised  •  putti 
law  m  the  heart  and  writing  it  there  ;  putting  the  pure  loving  fee 
it;  yea  also  putting  the  holy  powerful  Spirit  into  it,  which  can 
it  to  walk  m  God’s  ways,  and  to  keep  His  righteous  judgments  £ 

!fpno‘  •  H,e  18  able  *°  do  tIlis  work  in  the  heart,  for  what  < 
the  bpmt  of  judgment  and  burning  consume  and  burn  up  within? 
all  these  things  are  promised.  He  can  cause  the  soul  to  rejoice 
IjOuI,  and  work  righteousness,  and  to  remember  the  Lord  in  His 
as  some  were  taught  and  enabled  to  do  in  former  times.  (Isa.  lx 
Yea,  He  can  bring  into  the  way  of  holiness,  the  King  of  Glorv’s 

If/’ mtoyh‘ch  n?  lmc!eaii  thing  can  enter,  and  keep  undefiled  tli 
and  they  that  are  kept  undefiled  therein,  taste  the  sweetness  bl 
ness,  purity  and  holy  pleasure  thereof.  Oh,  my  friends,  there 
engrafting  into  Christ,  a  being  formed  and  new  created  in  Ch 
living  and  abiding  in  Him,  and  a  growing  and  bringing  forth 
tin  ougn  Him  unto  perfection  !” — Isaac  Penihgton. 

lliat  faith  was  the  way  of  entering  into  this  way  of 
ness,  another  extract  from  the  same  writer  will  show  : 

“  h  th?.u  had  fyed  in  the  days  of  Christ’s  flesh,  and  wanted 
ward  healing,  and  had  been  willing  to  come  to  Him  for  healim 
withal  had  not  come  with  faith  that  He  was  able  and  willing  t< 
peifectiy  mightest  not  thou  have  missed  of  that  cleansing  and  out 
health  and  salvation  which  others  met  with  ?  For  did  He  not  say 
i  unto  thee  according  to  thy  faith  ?  ’  And  is  He  not  the  Physic] 
the  soul ;  and  is  not  His  skill  to  be  trusted  and  believed  in  ?  ” 

For  indeed,”  he  says  again,  “the  true  faith  overcomes,  the 
shield  beats  down  the  most  fiery  darts,  and  in  the  power  of  the  ] 
the  enemy  is  so  resisted  that  he  fleeth  ;  and  the  name  of  the  Lo 
indeed,  a  strong  tower  to  his  children,  to  which  His  seed  know  Ik 

uowerfw  tiff  cSa— K'  w  the  conquering  faith,  the  overcoming  lift 
power  of  the  Spirit !  We  cannot  but  speak  of  these  things,  and  ci 

the  perfect  gift  and  the  power  of  Him  who  is  not  only  fble  to  m 

His  work  in  the  heart,  but  delights  so  to  do  ;  and  even  to  tread1  c 

k8®  ™dei  the  feet  ot  those  that  wait  in  patience  for  the  perfect 

Zef k  Z  TS  el»e yill  fuHv  satisfy.  The  rest,  the  peace,  the  lib 

the  life,  the  vntue  of  the  Gospel  is  not  fully  known  and  enjoyed  \ 
tiiere  remains  any  sin  to  sting  and  trouble.  And  this  I  can  faith 
witness,  that  when  the  power  is  revealed,  when  the  blood  washeth 
soul  is  clean,  and  as  white  as  snow ;  and  the  enemy  hath  not  powc 
break  in,  but  life  triumphs  over  him.  And  why  may  there  not  be  a 
tinuance  of  such  a  state  ?  Yea,  I  verily  believe,  many  can  witrn 
continuance  of  such  a  state  ;  which  the  Spirit  of  God  does  not  call 
in  them  than  a  perfect  state,  a  sound  state;  wherein  Christ,  the  Iieav 
physician,  has  healed  them  perfectly,  and  made  them  witnesse 


13 


onndness  of  soul  and  spirit  in  the  sight  of  God.  Oh  that  all  knew 
lioyed  it,  who  truly  desire  and  long  after  it !” 
nd  this,”  he  adds,  umy  soul  waits  and  cries  after,  even  the  lull 
rincr  up  of  eternal  love  in  my  heart,  and  the  swallowing  of  me 
y  into  it,  and  the  bringing  of  my  soul  wholly  forth  in  it,  that  the 
God  in  its  own  perfect  sweetness,  may  fully  run  forth  through 
essel,  and  not  be  at  all  tinctured  by  the  vessel,  but  perfectly  tinc- 
nd  change  the  vessel  into  its  own  nature  ;  and  then  shall  no  fault 
md  in  my  soul  before  the  Lord,  but  the  spotless  life  be  fully  en- 
by  me,  and  become  a  perfectly  pleasant  sacrifice  to  my  God.” — 
Penington. 

t  time  and  space  forbid  our  quoting  any  more  extracts, 
,ugh  they  might  be  indefinitely  multiplied.  Enough  have 
given  to  show  conclusively  that  Christ  dwelling  in  the 
;  of  the  believer  by  faith,  and  practical  holiness  as  the 
t  of  this,  was  the  true  secret  which  made  the  early 
ids  such  a  bright  and  shining  light  in  the  Church  of  their 
This  was  the  burden  of  their  preaching,  and  the  ground 
of  their  coming  together  as  a  sect.  They  were,  in  fact,  1 
t  inside  of  all  sects,  and  composed,  as  it  were,  of  all  ;  for 
bond  of  union  was  not  this  doctrine  or  the  other  doctrine, 
their  oneness  in  Christ  their  Head,  each  member  abiding 
lim,  and  thus  all  drawn  together  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
die  bond  of  peace.  This  fact  has  been  very  much  lost  sight 
nd  some  may  have  come  to  think  that  the  bond  of  union 
ig  these  early  Friends  was  nothing  more  than  an  agree- 
;  upon  certain  “  testimonies”  and  points  of  discipline  and 
fice.  But  their  oneness  in  these  things  was  in  truth  only 
esult  of  a  hidden  oneness  behind  them  all,  even  a  oneness 
fe.  They  were  in  Christ  individually,  and  they  recog- 
i  as  members  of  the  Church  only,  such  as  were  also  in 
,  In  other  things  they  might  differ  ;  but  where  they  saw 
zy  the  true  life  of  Christ,  however  feebly  realized  and 
Tested,  they  received  such  into  their  fellowship  with  open 
of  love.  It  is  very  important  for  us  to  keep  this  fact 
ly  in  view,  and  to  realize  that  not  those  who  have  nothing 
the  same  outward  forms  and  testimonies  of  the  early 
nds,  are  their  true  successors,  but  those  who  are  gathered, 
saac  Penington  says  they  were,  “  out  of  the  world  into 
s  Spirit  and  nature,  there  to  live  and  walk  in  Him,  and 
lim  to  tabernacle  in  and  walk  among  them,  and  fill  with 
glorious  presence  and  powerful  life.” 

it  all,  then,  who  profess  to  be  their  successors,  ask  them- 
js  the  serious  question,  “  Am  I  in  Christ,  as  they 
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7\Z&  III  Him  U  iS  ?!  my  ,life  in  tlie  real  and  actual  , 

that  He  was  their  life,  and  have  I  yielded  myself  un  a- 
reserved^  to  His  working  ?”  Let  ns  solhnnly  Pco„ 

deserinK  W<3  ad,°pt  -the  lan?uaSe  of  our  forefather 
desciiptrve  of  ourselves  m  the  present  day.  “We  are  a 

pie  whom  God  has  converted  to  Himself;  a  people  in  v 

God  has  raised  up  the  seed  of  His  own  life,  and  caused 

leign  over  the  earthly  part  in  ourselves.”  “  The  living 

lath  made  us  a  living  people,  and  honoreth  us  with  His  li 

presence  and  with  daily  manifestations  of  His  pfare  powei 

“  And  this  we  do  steadily  believe,  that  the  Lord  God  is  able  nor 

to  redeem  from  sin  in  this  life,  that  He  can  cast  out  the  strong 

cleanse  the  house,  and  make  it  tit  for  Himself  to  dwell  in  •  that  H 
finish  tiansgression  and  sin  in  the  heart,  and  bring  in  everla 
lighteousness ;  that  He  can  tread  down  Satan  under°the  feet  of 
..amts,  and  make  them  more  than  conquerors  over  him.”  And  tli 
are  not  ashamed  to  profess,  that  we  are  pressing  after,  and  some 
aheady  attained  very  far-even  to  be  made  perfect  as  pertaining  t< 
conscience,  being  so  ingrafted  into  Christ,  the  power  of  God  so 'pit 
mto  the  likeness  of  his  death  and  resurrection,  so  encompassed 
the  walls  and  bulwarks  of  salvation,  as  that  they  feel  no  condemn' 
for  sm,  but  a  continual  justification  of  the  life,  being  taiwlit  led 

Penington.  ’  UOt  aft6r  thC  but  after  the  spirit.”  I 

me’”  says.  George  Fox,  in  giving  an  account  of  hi: 

I  answerorlb  s°meTmagislrateS  m  Derby,  “  whether  I  was  sancti: 

I  haZ  o  I  n  7  t  1  wa?  la  ,th.e  Paradise  of  God.  Then  they  ask 

and  1  Tin  •  1  anSWeZ;  Cllnst  my  Saviour  had  taken  away  my 

abide  in  f  T°cS1-ni'  -pT  acked  me  bow  we  knew. that  Gliris 
.,  ,  .'  ■  k  sal(b  ,^?y  Spirit  which  He  has  given  us.  'f 

they  temptingly  asked  if  any  of  us  were  Christ?  I  answered  Hav 
were  nothing ;  Clirist  was  all.”  ’  ^ 


Suca  was  the  clear  and  ringing  testimony,  borne  by  tb 
early  Friends,  to  the  experimental  truth  of  what  they  profes 
and  preached;  and  if  their  followers  in  the  present  day  l 
themselves  unable  to  join  in  this  testimony,  let  their  wordf 
warning  and  exhortation  go  home  to  every  heart.  il  For  i 
a  shame  to  the  doctrine  of  Christianity,”  says  one  of  tin 
that  we  profess  things  and  deny  them  in  practice.  We  prof 
that  there  is  a  power  in  Christ  to  keep  and  preserve  ns  out 

®in’  a,lad  W£i  fo’ofess  to  believe  this  power  is  communicated 
them  that  do.  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  their  ores 
vation,  that  is,  He  will  not  withhold  it  from  them.  We  v 
tess  these  things  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world,  and  yet  wi 
the  devil  calls  one  man  to  covetousness,  and  another  to  defra 
ins  neighbor,  he  is  drawn  away  thereby.” 
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do  not  wonder  that  they  that  profess  they  cannot  live  a 
vithout  sin,  that  they  should  fall ;  but  they  that  profess 
lieve  there  is  power  enough  in  Christ,  and  that  it  is  offered 
era,  to  live  in  sin  and  yield  to  temptation,  this  is  horrid 
idness.  What  is  it  to  have  a  distinct  name  or  distinct 
ings  from  the  world,  unless  the  power  of  the  Lord  be  felt 
ur  hearts,  and  His  presence  in  your  assemblies  ?  Oh  that 
jord  would  awaken  you!  Oh  that  it  would  please  the 
to  wake  up  a  strict  watch  in  you  against  all  drowsiness, 
carelessness,  and  temptations  and  snares  of  the  enemy, 
re  may  travel  on  your  journey  with  your  backs  upon  the 
l,  and. your  faces  towards  Zion  !” — Stephen  Crisp. 
oved  fellow  Christians,  these  are  stirring  words  ;  may 
sink  deep  into  every  heart,  awakening  each  one  of  us  to 
se  of  our  responsibilities  and  our  needs  ! 
d  may  this,  record  of  the  triumphant  faith  of  our  fore¬ 
’s,  comfort  also  any  burdened  soul  whom  it  may  reach, 
e  knowledge  that  what  they  experienced,  we  also  may 
e,  and  in  the  thought  that  the  secret  they  discovered  and 
limed,  is  our  secret  as  well  as  theirs.  For  sure  I  am 
while  there  are  a  large  number  who  rejoice  in  an 
imental  knowledge  of  these  things,  there  are  also  very 
believers  among  us  in  the  present  day,  whose  own 
lienee  could  find  no  fitter  expression  than  in  the 
words  we  have  quoted,  as  describing  the  experience 
eir  forefathers.  "We  are  a  people  who  have  been 
y  distressed  for  want  of  that  life  and  power  which 
evealed  in  the  Apostles’  days.  We  want  the  presence 
otver  of  God’s  Spirit  to  be  inwardly  manifested  in  our 
>.  TV  e  want  life,  we  want  the  presence  and  fellowship  of 
eloved.”  The  message  preached  by  the  early  Friends, 
nuch  needed  now  as  then,  and  there  are  hearts  as  ready 
eive  it.  Indeed  it  seems,  in  looking  over  the  religious 
i  of  the  present  day,  as  though  in  the  endless  cycle  of  the 
jwe  might  have  come  around  again  to  a  time  similar  in 
|respects  to  the  one  we  have  been  considering.  ITow,  as 
there  is  a  “  turning  from  the  living  feeling  and  inward 
!  of  religion,  into  disputations  about  forms  of  worship  and 
s  government,  which  draw  out  the  reasoning  part  in  man, 
ithdraw  the  spirit  of  the  mind  from  feeding  on  its  proper 
hment.”  There  is  a  resting  in  a  clear  understanding  of 
ual  truth,  without  pressing  after  the  power  and  life  there- 
here  is  a  rejoicing  in  the  knowledge  of  things  testified 
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of  in  the  Scriptures,  without  a  living  realization  of  the  tj 
themselves,  consciously  felt  in  the  soul.  Christ  is  believe 
talked  about,  and  served,  but  He  is  not  known  as  the  s 
actual  and  very  life,  abiding  there  forever,  and  revealing 
self  there  continually  in  His  beauty.  Many  among  u i 
deeply  conscious  of  this,  and  are  not  satisfied.  They 
found  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
have  tried  to  serve  Him,  and  advance  the  cause  of  His 
dom.  They  have  faithfully  studied  the  Holy  Scriptures 
have  gathered  much  precious  truth  therefrom,  which 
have  endeavored  faithfully  to  practise.  But,  notwithstaii 
ail  their  knowledge,  and  all  their  activities  in  the  servi< 
the  Lord,  their  souls  are  secretly  starving,  and  they  cn 
again  and  again  for  that  bread  and  water  of  life  which" 
see  promised  in  the  Scriptures  to  all  believers.  In  the 
depths  of  their  hearts,  they  know  that  their  experience  b 
a  Scriptural  experience ;  that,  as  Isaac  Penington  ; 
their  religion  is  “but  a  talk  to  what  the  early  Chris- 
enjoyed,  possessed,  and  lived  in.”  It  is  misery  to  the 
live  the  life  of  continual  sinning  and  repenting  to  which 
seem  shut  up.  Their  hearts  long  for  holiness,  but  all 
efforts  after  it  seem  to  fail  utterly.  And  with  Paul  the} 
out,  “  Oh  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who  shall  deliver  me  : 
the  body  of  this  death  ?” 

To  all  such  burdened  souls  as  these,  the  early  Friends  b 
a  glorious  message.  They  declare  that  just  such  need 
theirs,  have  been  and  can  be  again  fully  and  perfectly  satis 
that  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  there  is  a  salvation  to  meet  ever) 
mand  of  their  hungry  souls,  that  He  died,  in  fact,  on  pur 
that  He  might  redeem  those  who  believe  on  Him  “  fron 
iniquity,”  and  might  purify  them  unto  Himself,  a  peci 
people  zealous  of  good  works. 

Listen  to  them,  then,  and  take  courage.  Make  their  se 
your  own.  Learn  by  a  blessed  experience  the  practical  t 
of  that  declaration,  that  they  who  draw  nigh  unto  God  i 
know  Him  to  draw  nigh  unto  them.  Wait  upon  Him  for 
fulfilment  of  all  His  glorious  promises,  and  know  assure 
that,  if  you  do  thus  wait  in  patient  trust,  you  shall  rec 
from  Him  the  full  and  complete  and  glorious  salvation  He 
provided  for  you  in  His  well  beloved  Son  the  Lord  J 
Christ,  of  whom  it  is  written,  that  He  is  “  able  also  to  i 
them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by  Him.” 


